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Nat gold but anly (We)men.can makea
a people great and strong

(Wo)men who for truth and
honour’s sake, stand jast and suffer
long (Wolman whe toll while othiers
sleap — who dare while others flee —
they build a nation’s pillars deep and
lift it to the sky.

Raiph Waldo Emerson |,

The people of a country are ILs real wealth. [
is they, whio are the actual resources and make
use of the onuntry's other resouces and dectde
iis policles. Lliimately a couniry is known by
its people.

I 1s imporiant to know how many womern
and men a country has, how many children are
bown cach year, how many people dieand how?
Whether they Hve in citles or villages, can they
read or write and what work do they do? These
arewhal yvou will siudy abouali in this unit

Thewaorld at the beginning of 2 1¢ century
recorded ihe presence of over 6 hillion
popittation. We shall discuss the patierns of
thetr distrtbution and denstty here.

ol
Why do people prefer to live in certain -/
regions and not in others? -
The population of the warld 1s unevenly
disivibuted. The remark of George B, Cressey
aboul thepopulaiinon ol A=ta ikl "Aslz Tas many
placrs where poople s few and lew plaee whene
people are very many” 5 e aboul the pallern
of populnilon disiribulion of the world also.

PATTERNS OF POPULATION
DISTRIBUTION IN THE WORLD

Patterns of populatton distribution and density
help us Lo anderstand the demographie
characiersiies of any area. The lerm population
distribubion refers (o the way people are spaced
over the earih’s surface. Broadly, 90 per cent ol
the world population Uves in abogt 10 per eent
of 11s land area.

The 10 most populous counirles of the
winld conimibute aboul 80 per cenl of the world's
population. Of these 10 countries, B are located
inAsls ldenlfy these six countres of Asla.

I'vigr iz i il

Fig. 2. 1. East Populous Courntries
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DENSITY OF POPULATION

Each unit of land has limited capaelty to
supperi people-lving on it Henee. it is
necessary to understand the ratio between the
numbers-of people o the sizcofland. This rato
is the density of population. It |s usually
measurad N BErsons Pet 54 Km

Popailistlor

Area
For example. area of Region X is 100 sq

km and the pepulation i=1.50,000 persons:
The densitvol population is ealeulated as:

Density ol Populitlon =

L.50.000
oo
= 1.500 person f2q km
FWhat does this tell you about Redion X7
FACTORS INFLUENCING THE
DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION

I. Geographical Factors

] Awmilabilify of vmier Watsr |5 the moat
important faotor for life. So, people prefer
to live in areas where fresh water ls.easily
avaflable. Water is used for drinking,
bathing and cgoking —and also for cattls,
crops; Indusiriss and navigatdon. 1rls
because afils e river velleys 812 among

Density =

the most densely populated areas of

e workd

Landforms: People prefer living onflat
pizins and gentle siopes  This is becguse
such areas are favourable for the
production of ereps'and o build roads
and mdustries. The mountalnous and
hl.’llt.* areas hinder ths development of
Tansport network and henee injtially de
not fAvour agricultural and Industrial
development. 50, theseareas tend io he
less populated. The Ganga plains are
among the meost denselv populated
areas of the world wiille the mountalns
7ones in the Himalavas arc soarcely
populated.

iy

Fundaomeninis of Human Coypgaplny

(ili] Climats: Anexgrems olimate suph as very
ot or oold deseris are unconxbriabic for
human hablitation. Areas with a
eommipriable elimate, where thers is not
muelh ‘seasonal variation attraet mere:
people. Arcas with very heavy rainfall or

exixema and harsh ellmates have low
population. Mediterranean regions were
Inhabived from €arly petlods in historvdue
to thelr plessant olimate

Solis: Fertlle golls are Important for
agricuthral angd aflled activitiss. Therslore,

areas which have fertile loamy salis have

more people living on them as these can.
support intensive agricultite Can you

name some areas in Indla witleh are thinly
populated due © poor aoils?

(v

Economic Factors

i Minemis: Areas with mineral deposits
aftrzct (ndusmies. .&Lmng and industrial
aotivities gemeraie smployment. Sg, sldiled
and semi-skilled worksss move to these
areas and make them densely populated.
Hatanga Zambia copper Delt o Africs is-
cne such good example-

Urbanisation: Ciies offer better
employment qpporiunities;, edueations]
and medical facilities. better means of
manspotand eommuniraton  Geod oivie
amenities and the arracton of Ty e draw
peopie to the cities. It leads to Tural o
trban migration and eclties grow [h =izs.
Mega elties of the world contims to gHract
large number of migrants-everyyear.

7
Yet city life can be very taxing.... think of -/
some of the unpleasant aspects of city life. ™

{iif} Industrialisation; Indusirial belts provide
job opportunities and atraci large
numbers of people. These inrluds not just
factory worksrs but also transport
operators. shopkeepers. bank employees,
docioys. eachers-and other serviee
providers. The:Kobe-Osaka region of

B S4-25



Jagan is thickly populated because of the
presence of 2 number of industoies

. Sarial and Culturzl Factors

Somis placesatiract morepeople because they
h=ve r=ligious or cultivral significanes. In the
same Way — people isnid to move away from
places where thers is social and puhhc:Ef_'l
unrest. Many & times govermments offer
incentives: to people to live in sparsely
populzted srees or meve away from
gvercrowded places. Can vou think of some
examples ffom your region?

POPULATION GROWTH

The population growth or populston change
refers to the ehange in number of inhabitants of
:= terrttory dunng = specific pensod of tme, This
change may be positive as well as negative. It
can be expressed sither [n terms Df_.ahsulum
moumbers orin terms of perceni=sge. Popuol=tinn
change in an area s an mportant indicstor of
economic development, sooal uplifiment and

s . i

oma Basic Concepts of
Population Geography i

Growth of Population : Change of
poputation in parbicular srea belwesn wo
pants of hme is known:as growth of
population. Far example, if we deduct the
pepulation of India 2001 (102 70 crore) from |
population of 2011 (121.02 crare) then we
shall gat tHe growth of population (18.15. .
crares)inactual mimbars

Growth Rate of Population : This is tha

change of population axpressed in

percentage

Natural Growth of Population: THis is the

kztion increased by differente batwesn

irths and deaths m & partcular ragion

betwesn two points of time.

Natural Growth = Births — Dealfs

Actual Growth of Fopulaton ) This s

Births— Deaths + In Migration — Quf

Mgraficn

Thie Wor il Paorgya Dl birer

. Positive Growth of Popudation: This |
happens when the burth rate is more than
ine death rate betwaen two points oftime
of wheh people frorm other couniries rigrais
permanently isa region.

Negative Growth of Population: If the
population decreases batween two points
of time it 13 known as negative growth of

popilation |t occurswhen Ihe birth rale falls
below the death rate or people migrate o

ocihercounines.
—_—

Components of Population Change

There mre thres components of popnlation
change— births, deaths snd midration.

The crude birth rate (CBR) is expressed as
munber g iive births in 3 y=ar per theusand of
population. Itiscalrulated as

CBR=I—::-:1[I{]D

Here. CBR = Crude Birth Rate: B = live
births during the year; P= Estimated mid yvear
popalation of the area.

Degth 7ate plays =z active tole in
population change. Population growth occurs
ot oniy By mcreasmg iribs tate butalso due
to decreasing death mate. Crudes Desth Rate
(CDR) is. a simple methed of measuring
mortality of any ares: CDRis expressed in terms
of fumber of deaths in a partieniar year por
thoussnd of populstics tna partfcularEgion.

CDR is cslculsted a5t

B
CDR=— < 1000
[]'

Here, COR=Crude Deathi Rate: D= Number
of deaths; P=Estimasted mid-vear populstion of
that year.

By and large mortality ates ars affested.
by the region’s demographic structurs, social
advaocement anod levels of s sconomic
development.

Migration

Apart from bitth and deaththers is anotherway
by-which the population sire changes

t I Erf D LFGEE. IXeimliv dind Goowilh 11}
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When people move from one place Lo
anotlier. the place they move from 1s called the
Place of Origin and Lhe place they move Lo s
called the Place of Destination, The place of
orgin shows a decrease in population whitle Lhe
population increasss n the place of destination.
Migration may be inlerpreted as a spontancous
effort to achieve a better bilance beiween
population and resonrces,

Migration may be permanent, lemporary
or seasonal. [t may take place from rural Lo
rural arcas; roral lo urban dreas. urban Lo
urban areas nd urban Lo rural areas,

Do yout pealise hal the samie person s both
an immigrant and an emigrant?

Tmmigration: Mlgrants who move lnto & new
place are called Immigrants,

Emigration: Migrants who move oul of a
place are called Emigrants,

migrate? 44

People migrate [or a belter economie and

social WWe. There are two sels of (actors thalt
nfluence migration.

The Push factors make the place of origin
seem less altracuve for reasons like
unemploymeni, poor living conditions,
poittical turmoll, unpleasan| chimate, natural
disasters, epidemics and socio-cconomic
backwardness.

The Pull faciors make the place of
destinatton seem more atiractive than the place
ol orign for reasons like betler job opporturnies
and lving condillons, peace and stability,
security of e amd property and pleasant
climate,

) el A pie)

Human population mereased more than ten times in
the past 500 hundred years,

In the twenheth century itself the populabon has
moreassd four Himes.

10 Frendaniendalx of Human Geogroplig

DEMOGRAFPHIC TRANSITION

Demographic transition theory can be used (o
dizscribe and predict the lutare population of
any area. The theory tells us that population of
any reglon changes from high birthis and lugh
deaths to low birthis and low deaths as sociely
progresses from rurl agraran and [iterate (o
urban mdusirial and lilerale soclety. Thiese
changes oceur in stages which are collecively
kniown as tlie demographic eycle.

I}H:I'.Iﬂ[.":l'ﬂ[-'lhtl'
T‘mn.sﬂlun

Irh}:nﬂ LI:rh:m_

Fig. 2.2 explains the three-siased model
of Bemographtc Transition Theary!

The first stage has high feridlily and
high mortality hecaise people reproduce
more Lo compensale for the deaths due Lo
eptdemics and vartable [ood supply. The
population growih is slow and mosi of the
people are engaged in agticulture where
Inrge mmilles are an assel Life expeclancy
is low, people are mosily llileraie and have
low levels of lechnology. Two hundred years
agq all the counles of the world were in

this siage.
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Ferulity rematns high tn the beginning of
secend stage but it declines with tme. This is
accompanied by reduced mortality rate.
Improvemenis 1n saniiation and healih
conditions lend o decline in moniality, Becanse
of this gap the net addiion to population
1s high.

In the fast stage. both fertility and
mortality decline considerably. The
population is etther stable or grows slowly.
The population becomes nrbanised. Hermie
and has high technical know- how and
deltberately controls the famtly stze,

This shows that human beings are
extremely flexible and are ahble lo adjust
thetr fertifity.

In the present day, different countries are
ut different stages of demographic transtiion.

POPULATION CONTROL MEASURES

Family planmmng 15 the spacing or prevenung
the birth of children. Access Lo Tamily planning
services is a signtficant fctor in Hmiting
population growth and improving women's
health. Propaganda, free avatlability of
contraceptives and tax distncentives for large
families are some of the measures which can
help population contml.

Thomas Malthus tn his theory (1798)
stated that the number of people would
increase [@sier than the food supply. Any
further increase would resull In & popilation
crash caused by famine, dissase and war. The
preventve checks are betler than te phystical
checks: For the sustainabilily of our resources,
thie world will have (o conirel he rapld
population Increase.

;_

50 yi=irs.
Tl

preprbitlon.,

The Worlld Popalafion: Tuatribution, Deratly and Groioth

1. Choose the Tight answer from the four alternatives given below.,
{f) Which one of the following continents has the highest growth of

poplation?
[a)  Africa le) - Asmizn
(h) Sonth America [dl North Americn
(i) Which onr of the following s not an area of sparse poapulatiom?
fa)  The Atmieamm {e) Eqguulorial reglon
Ib) Sonibicast Asin i) Polar reglons
(if)  Which one of the following Is not o push fetor 7
fa) Water shortuge e} Vinemploymend
bl Mediealfeduentionn] fucilities (dl Epdemics
fIv)  Whith ane of the followind 4s not & et ?

ln) HI_._L_ﬁm!.l population inernsed more thon b tmes doringe the pesd

Population growih is high in the first stage of domogmphic mnsition?

2. Answer the following questions i about 30 wonds,
() Name three geographiteal faclors Uit influence the distribution of




Lid) Thmmnfi?mnhﬂrurnmwﬂhtﬂghmpulaﬂmdmmymlhﬁmd Whydnm
this happen
{iii)  Whit are the three components of populition elange?

‘3. Distinguish belween:
il Birthrate ond death mie:

il Push metors and pull factors of migmiion.

‘4, Answer the following quéstions fn abotil 150 words.
fil  Discuss the foctars infuencing. the disuibotion and density of papuintion in the
workd.
fil}  Diseuss the thmee stuges of demographic tansition.

On the outline mugu ol the worlid. show and name tie following,
) Countries rupe and Asii with negative growth mite ol population.

Project/Actiity

i} Has spmeane in your mily migrated? Wrile about her/tis place of

distiniidon. What mode her/him migrate?
lii) Write o bricf report mmmmmynrmm.mfm

slnto,




